Chapter 14:  Edo Japan:  A Closed Society
Japanese

· High value on honour, duty and harmony

· Desired to cup itself off from the rest of the world

Europe 1600s-1850s

· Exchange of goods and ideas affected the way people lived and thought

Japan

· Less change and became more certain of their identity

Threats from the West

· Saw foreign ideas/items as a danger to him

1. Threat to military control

· If daimyo got European weapons, they might over power him

2. Loyalty to  a Christian God/Church 

· Saw it as a threat to his authority

· Ordered all missionaries to leave

· Churches destroyed

· People who wouldn’t give up religion were killed

Cutting off Contact

· Missionaries still snuck in (as traders)

· Shogun Tokugawa Iemitsu passed isolation laws.

· Penalty was death

Term of Isolation/Exclusion laws (see page 307)
· All Christian missionaries and foreign traders were forced to leave Japan.  Newcomers were not allowed to enter

· The Japanese were not allowed to go abroad.

· Ships large enough to make long voyages could no longer be built and existing ones were destroyed.

· Japanese who were out of the country were forbidden to return

· Most foreign objects were forbidden.  All foreign books containing a Christian message were banned; scientific books were forbidden

· People needed special documents to travel from one domain to another

· No wheeled transport

· Curfew so people wouldn’t move at night

1639

· Only Dutch, Korean and Chinese traders allowed

· Only allowed on a small island

· Shogun viewed these laws as essential for national security

· Eliminated threats to his power

· Protect Japanese culture

Exceptions to the Exclusion Laws

· Dutch allowed because they were interested in trade NOT religion
· Rules

· Families not allowed to join them

· Japanese servants were not allowed to talk to them

· Had to make expensive trip to Edo once a year to pay respects to shogun and stay 3 months

· Were asked many questions about the west

· Current events

· Medicine

· Language

· Japanese who learnt  were called Dutch Scholars

Maintaining Rule in Japan

· Kept feudal system

· Economy tied to agriculture

· Social classes were rigid and unchanging

Change within Isolation
Japanese wanted to live in a society that…
· Peace, safety and security

· Harmony, respect and a sense that everyone has his or her place

· Leisure time and opportunities for personal expression and enjoyment of the arts, sports, entertainment and crafts

Cost
· Strict rules

· No social movement

· Did not think for themselves

· Little personal freedom

Booming Economy

· Long stability and peace made Japan’s economy expand and become wealthy

· But…little foreign trade, overtaking of peasants held economy back

Culture

· Kabuki

· Sumo wrestling

· Japanese tea ceremony

Floating Worlds

· Theater (kabuki, noh)  took place in a floating world
· Rules of society were relaxed 

